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Philology is that venerable art which requires of those who honor her one thing above
all: to turn aside, to take one's time, to become still and slow.... Precisely for this reason,
she is more necessary today than ever, precisely on this account, she attracts and
enchants us most powerfully, in an age of "work," which is to say, haste, the unseemly
and sweating hurry that wants to be "done" with everything right away, even with every
old and new book. She herself will not so easily be done with anything, she instructs
reading well, that means, slowly, deeply, carefully, regardfully, looking forward and
backward, with second thoughts, with doors left open, reading with delicate fingers and
eyes....
F. Nietzsche, Morgenröte

Research Interests
The focus of my scholarly work has been on archaic Greek poetry, more specifically,
what I call the theology of the early Greek poets, that is, their views on the relations
between gods and men. I also dabble in other areas of Greek and Latin poetry and am
interested in problems of interpreting literary texts. I believe firmly that texts can tell
you how they want to be read, if you listen long and carefully enough.
I am pursuing several projects, including "Mapping the Catalogue of Ships" with
Benjamin Jasnow and Courtney Evans, involving digital humanities, and a commentary
on Hesiod's Theogony for the Green and Yellow series. I am also co-editing a volume on
the Methone inscriptions with Yannis Tzifopoulos and Irad Malkin, and one, with John
Miller, on the proceedings from the Hermes/Mercury conference held at UVa as well as
a memorial volume for Diskin Clay, co-edited with Peter Burian and Gregson
Davis. Sundry recent distractions include articles on Horace's Carpe diem ode and a
note with Amir Gilan on the Theogony and the Hittite Song of Emergence, "Homer's
Epigraph, concerning Homer and writing, "Horace et le frère cadet d'Apollon," on
Horace's Mercury, "How to Construct a Sympotic Space with Words," on Thognis,
Alcaeus, and Xenophanes, "Commencing Cosmogony and the Thetoric of Poetic
Authority," on Hesiod and the Pre-Socratics, "Visualizing Divinity: The Reception of the
Homeric Hymns in Greek Vase Painting," and "The Justice of Zeus in the Theogony?".

Some of my recent papers and reviews are available here.
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Personal
I received my degrees from Reed College, the University of Chicago, and the University
of Washington and have taught at the University of California at Irvine and at the Johns
Hopkins University before coming to Virginia. I have a daughter named Andreia and
like traveling, especially around the Mediterranean, and gardening.

